
7. REPORT TO THE STANDARDS COMMITTEE FOR THE 27TH MAY 2009 AT 7 
P.M  
 
 STANDARDS COMMITTEE ANNUAL REPORT APRIL 2008 – MARCH 
2009 

 
REPORT OF: TOM CLARK 
Contact Officer: SOLICITOR TO THE COUNCIL AND 

MONITORING OFFICER 
 Email: TomC@midsussex.gov.uk Tel: 

01444 477459 
Wards Affected: All 
Key Decision No 
 

Purpose of the Report 
 
1. To report to the Standards Committee the work of the Committee 
from April 2008 to March 2009 to accord with the annual report sent to the 
Standards Board for England which is annexed to this report at Appendix 
1. 
 
Recommendations 
 
2. To note the report. 
 
2.1 To suggest any changes or additions to the report. 
 
2.3 To recommend that the amended report is included in the 
Council Agenda for the Chairman of the Standards Committee to 
present at Council. 
 
Background 
 
3. Members will recall that from the 8th May 2008 all written 
complaints under the Members’ Code of Conduct for the District Council 
and for all parishes within the District Council of Mid Sussex were to be 
reported to me as Monitoring Officer and no longer sent to the Standards 
Board for England. 
 
3.1 The Standards Committee set up Sub Committees of three 
members to carry out an initial assessment of any complaints received.   
Under the 2008 Regulations  Statutory Instrument No. 1085 they were 
also required to set up a Review Sub-Committee of three different 
members to review the case in the light of any review requested by the 
complainant. 
 
3.2 In the light of these new duties the Committee trained by looking 
at cases from the Standards Board website and comparing their own 
decisions with those of the Standards Board.   They also worked on the 
criteria for assessment and review, and on notes for both the complainant 
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and the member complained about for inclusion on the District Council 
website.   The first formal complaint was received in August 2008 and by 
the end of March 2009 there had been four complaints.  
 
 
3.3 In addition to the meetings of the Assessment and Review Sub-
Committees, the Committee has met on five occasions.   The meetings 
have been relevant to the task of assessment and review including 
viewing of a training DVD on the new system for the local handling of 
complaints and a role-play exercise on the procedure for conducting a 
hearing. The Committee has also discussed points arising from the twice-
yearly meetings of the South Area Forum for  Independent Members of 
Standard Committees, which have regularly been attended by one or 
more of Mid Sussex's Independent Members.  
 
 

 
 
Complaints Received 
 
4. Three of the complaints have involved District Councillors while the most recent 

has involved a Parish Councillor. 
 
4.2 The first two complaints involved allegations of discrimination under 
paragraph 3(2)(A) of the Code of Conduct and also allegations under the 
disrespect provisions of paragraph 5. 
 
4.3 The third complaint involved an allegation that a member had taken part 
in planning matters when they had both a personal and prejudicial interest. 
 
4.4 The final Parish Council complaint involved an allegation of 
predetermination, having a personal and prejudicial interest and acting in a 
manner likely to bring the office of Councillor and the Authority into disrepute.   
This involved a proposed footpath diversion on which the Parish Council was a 
consultee and not the decision maker. 
 
4.5 Of the four complaints, in one the sub-committee suggested a way 
relationships could be rebuilt. The other three were adjudged not to reveal a 
breach of the Code of Conduct requiring an investigation; in each case the initial 
decision to that effect by the Assessment Sub-Committee was appealed by the 
complainant but confirmed by the Review Sub-Committee following a full 
reconsideration of the matter. So no cases have yet been referred for full 
investigation. 
 
 
2009/10 
 
5. The Standards Committee is expecting a further Member Code of 
Conduct to be issued in 2009 on which members at both the District and Parish 
level will need guidance and perhaps training. 
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5.1 The Monitoring Officer and the independent members of the Standards 
Committee will be making themselves available to visit  Parish Councils upon 
invitation during 2009/10. 
 
5.2 The Standards Committee will continue to make every effort to conduct 
the  complaint process, both in the Assessment Sub-Committee, the Review 
Sub-Committee and any Hearings Committee, in a prompt, fair and impartial 
fashion.   They will  provide advice on important decisions of the Adjudication 
Panel for England.   The Standards Committee will also seek to provide advice 
on any matters perceived to be causing problems, either at District or Parish 
level. 

 
5.3     In the light of the annual return to the Standards Board members are 
requested to consider other areas of work for the forthcoming year. 
 
6.Financial Implications and Other Material Implications 
 
6.1 In 2008/9 the Standards Committee operated well within its £10,000 
budget, but if it is required to do a major investigation, this would cause the 
budget provision to be spent.   A reimbursement of funds cannot  be sought from 
Parish Councils who have Councillors involved in a complaint. 
 
6.2 The number of Mid Sussex complaints made in 2008/9 is less than those 
received by the Standards Board in 2007/8.   In 2007/8 two Parish matters went 
to a full hearing of the Hearings Sub- Committee.   There were no such hearings 
in 2008/9. 
 
6.3 In the run-up to the introduction of the new system for the local handling 
of complaints there was  much discussion of the possibility of  sharing resources, 
including the time of Independent Members,  across council boundaries in the 
event of a surge of complaints in a particular area. This has not so far proved 
necessary in Sussex. 
 
Background Papers 
 
7. The Minutes and Report of the Standards Committee April 2008 to March 
2009. 

 J/word/TomC/Report to Standards Committee 290408 
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